PURITAN CONVERT. 


Not to Prelatick Proteſtantiſm,and yet to Prelatick 
Proteſtantiſm ; nor to Popery, and yet to Popery ; but 
abſolutely, and without Reſerve, to Apoſtolical Chri- 
ſtianity : That is,to whatſoever Doctrine or praftice, Pre- 4 
latick Proteſtant or Papiſt can prove, to have been taught - 
the World by the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt. 


DISCOURSE 
L E TT E R: 


That Prelatick Proteſtants, if they will be true to 
their Praiſes and Principles, have all reaſon to turn Pa- 
piſts, in all things as to what Papiſts indeed hold ; but in 
nothing as to what Papiſts are vulgarly believed to hold : 
And that de fao Non-conformiſts would turn Ro 
were they not impoſed upon by falſe Principles, and no- 
torious Slanders, deviſed by the firſt Separatiſts from the 
Church of Rome. By W. H. 


Some and I will teach you how great things God has done for 
my Soul. | 


Printed Ayno Domini M Dc Lxxy1, 
Permiſſu Superiorum. 
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THE 
CATHOLICK NAKED TRUTH. 

| OR, THE 
PURITAN CONFERT..: 
LEO © * Toft % 


Apoſtolical Chriſtianity. 


UT why the Naked Truth > Pecanſe T deſign a Can- 
did. Naked Deſcription of a Puritan, Trelatich Pro- 
_ teſtant, Papiſt, &c, I expe the fate of Poor Roving 
Adamite : Some body or other will havea liſh at me. Fut- 
if I ſcape ſo well as the Author of the Prelatick Naked Truth 
has done, T hope no blood will follow. To wit, to be firſt Iaſbed 
by a ſevere Animadverter, and then to be ſtript Naked at- 
terwards, Fad the Candid Author been ſtript firit and then 
whipt, his Caſe had been more pitions. The Animadverier 
was 4 little too haſty. A Third I hear has taken himto task, 
but they ſay he is a more Gentle I hipſter. 

With my Soul T compaſſionate him, as one meerly impoſed 
upon by Forgeries, and falſe Principles, deviſed by the Kefor- 
mers, and amin:ſt others, eſpecially by this, that the New Scri- 
piure is the adequite Rule of Chriſtian Fatth and Worſhip. 
Go on, Worthy Sir, to Taft and Pray, whilt others Feast 
and Flay at Lantrelue. 
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The Firſt Letter. 


What the Author means by a Prelatick, Proteſtant, 
Puritan, &c. | 


' My Deareſt Friends and Neareſt Relations, 
T is my hearts defire to ſpeak with every one of you; and to 
tell you with all Sincerity, what the All Good God has done 
for my Poor Soul; bur the troubleſomnels of rhe times, and. 
your great diſtance from one another, not permitting meſo 
reat a comfort ; I have thought: fir to cormanicate to you 
my good Wiſhes of your Eternal 'Happineſs by Ink and Paper. 
dear Redeerner, Jeſus Chrift, Bleſs my Poor .Labours to you all, 
and ſtir up others, who are better able, more fully eo inſtruft you 
in the way to ay -which I know to bethe great delire 
of your Souls. After the-ſearch of many years ſpent -in Prayer, 
Reading, and conference-with- Perſons of' different perſwaſions, I 
doubt not but T have found our the Truth : Almighty God be for- 
ever Bleed forir:I doubt -not but-I have found out the True Church 
of Jeſus. Chtiſt, the-indeed People of God, who walk in the dire& 
Path to endirfs :Beatitiide'; 'anid Wholoever walks, as they waſk, and 
teach , ſhall c—_— ſce' God for ever. I confeſs, I am-Con- 
vertel fromPuritaniſm: Bur, +6 whar+ to Prelarick Proteftantiſm ? 
No; nor to Popery neither: But to Antient Apoſtolick Chriſtia- 
nity. Though indeed, I have not ſo 'much left Puritaniſm, as Prela- 
ricks call it , as added thar to itz wherein I found it (and I 
hope many of you will find it ) come ſhort of the: Holy, Apo- 
ſtles Do@rine, and Inſtitutions. That you may the; better un- 
derſian4 me jn my enſuing Diſcourſe, IL. will briefly Explain 
to you ., What I underſtand by a Puritan, whae by 'a; Prelatick 
Proteſtant, an4 what by a Papiſt, and what: by a» 
A2 BEIT © - 


+ < . 
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tobe. 
I underſtand by a Puritan, one that being Viſited from Heaven 


by _—_ checks of Canſcience, could ftin1 no Reft for their trou- 
bled Soul, 

of the eſtabliſhed Religion of England. One, who by reading ſome 
portion of Holy Scripture, or other SPiritua] Book, or by ring 
ſome-awakening Sermon, was ſo firuck fromabove, that he had no- 


thing in kis Heart nor Mouth, bur that great Queltion of the man. 


concern : Sirs, What muſt T doto be Saved ? One, who from the Viſi- 


tation from on hizh, ha:1 ſo much life in him, as to be ſenſible of the - 


heavy burden of a hard Heart; and whoſe great Prayer to the Al- 


mighry was, To rake from him his Heart of Stone, and to give him, 


a Heart of Fleſh. © 'N& 'Boeks; no 'Company,: nv. Sermons , no 


Though:s were guiiful ro him, but ſuch-as were conducing-to-.the - 
melting and changing of his Heart and Soul- All Lip-labourthe | 


Yeem'd bur loſt Labour, ſo long as his Soul within: 
fo long as this Heart was hard, -he.could-find no Gatisfaftion in weeds 
nd expreffjons', 'thowhinever. ſo Parhetical, wherher_urr 
NiiſcH,)or others, ior ſer down in Printed, Books : : Nay, he wi 
fir fom bring Garigtied with ſuch wordy. Devotions, that he was 
even -zftaid eo ule:rhem, for tear. ol. guilty of "damnable Hy- 
* 'For Example; to fay,' or. read 7 wy of Prayer; O my 
#," tny'Altt-How:T ove.you! Mow.\my'$oul is grieved that ever 
hive' 


AﬀeRtions; )but''that this Heart -was-/hard-as'a.very Stone. No re- 


as not-changd ; 


Enting of ficarry'ſorrow-for paſt iniquities;. no render .reſentments. 


of the Iftiammerable Divine Benefics ; no ſtronghopes of future Eter- 
No eros {fears of the dreadful day of wrath; 


to-hiniſelf 6f a.great deal of il] paſt, and: clear conviRtion 


of "tis" >poott difpofirion,fin his Soul, and. yet-aſſuredly-per. 
faded Cn he:in the Soul, or.no hopes of 4 ot 
h ORINY for ever; without holineſs, :true Iitcrnal Holineſs, 
Heer-Hotln Spirit. Holineſs in. this lite, no-hopes of ſeeing the 
A] Goe 'igcthenext, -And-thus much of .a Puiitan, I think 
tone thitr trjsanydenſe of aGot can miſſike, of whatſoever perſwa- 
fron Ke is; whether he-be Papiſt, Proteſtant, or Phanatick. I do 
not uſe theſe'terms'ro revile; or exaſperate any one ; but meerly for 
diftintion fake.” And 1 beſcech my Reader not to be offended at 
them, if he meet with them now and then in my tollowing —— 


Chfiſtian,' which. Þ profeſs. my ſelf, by the, Grace of Jeſus Ctrit,, 


by living under the liveleſs Miniſtry, and Spiritleſs form. 


offended: you'!: his Conſcience -zelling him, he had no ſuch. 


at. —_—_— y—_ Cie. I LS > _ 


| [3] 
Ged forbid, I ſhould willingly anger thoſe wounds, which wich my 
Soul I defireto cure. | | 

Burt what do I underſtand further by a Puritan? IT underſtand 
ene , who wearied out with wraftling againſt the corruprions of 
his own. Heart, ſti]! finds much evil in the interior of his Soul, 
boylings of anger , flames of concupiſcence , greedy delires of 
Money, and rhe things of this life ;. and however exteriorly refor- 
med ors mags he may ſeem to beto the World, he's diſ-latizfied 
within himſelf, that beis not changed enough ; nor changedenough, 
T ſay ; although his proface Kindred and: acquaintance, think him 
changed but toe too much z 'becaule he will nor, nor dare ne&: Revel 
itwith them as formerly. Inftead of Plays, and Comedies, his en- 
tertainments now are the Holy Scripewres, or other good Bocks, 
hone ne who experimented in rheir own Souls, what they 
taught S; the works rather of Plious Mens Hearts, than- of 

Learned Mens Brains. Whilſt his Companions areroaring and rally+ 
ing in Tipling Houſes and Taverns, he's ſighing, and 2roaning inhhis | 
Bed-chamber, or Clofet ; wraſtling withrhis offended God by hearty 
Prayers, according to whar mofi preſſes his woundedandafflified 

Spirit.” He dares not lye , he abhors an-Oath as Hel; bheis afraid 
to cheat or cozen any he deals wirh though'he finds ro his grief,/but 
£00 = defires of worldly wealth in the binrogs of. his Hearr, Up+ 
on days ſer for the Divine Worſhip, he wiſhes —— 

his Soul whelly fixed upon God-- He can by no-means-fatisfie! 
©dnſcience, by bearing a part with-his Lips ofily-in-any forms. of 

Prayer, though in themſelves never-ſo holy and good, for an houror 
two, and-then-ro-fpend, or rather waſt the reſt of. rhe day-in' idle 
talk, diſporrs and paſtimes, or ſomewhat worſe, Daliances, Revels, 
Ge, Bur his employment is he bag ſtock of -proviſion-tor his poor 

Soul to live upon all the week after. Then-he kbours to reaew-his 

firſt 'repentant ſorrow for his life paſt, -and-to confirm-his weak reſt 

Jutions of another kind of lifefor the time to come, tte. / 

Bur what hurt in af{ this ? if this -be-ro- be a Puritan, would:to 

God'all the world were 'Puritans, What need of ſuch a?Mans Con. 

verſion? 'Whither muſt he turn? What muſt-he changeto ? unleſs 


it be from better to worſe. Bur he-nor changefzxom good ro 


may 
better? why, what's wanting in him? That you ſhalll heayby.and 
by. Only rake' notice for the prefent, That Iam ſo'far-from being 
Converted'from thus much of a Puritan, that 1 moſtheartilyaviſ} I 
could Corivert all the Workd-tnto it. The poor-afflitedP Amy 
aty, 


- 


[4] 
ally, and deſerveJly affrizh:e1 wich the fear ang appreh=nfion of E- 
ternal damnation, labours an4 works how he may avoi4 it : And 
Kea ling in the Holy, Stiprure, thoſe, words of our Bleſſed Saviour ; 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are burdened, and | will refreh you : 
Ang ſeeing a neceſſi;y of ſome righteouſneſs or other to Eutitle him 
to Heaven, ani ftinuin no:hing Ja himſelf but fn ang wickedneſs ; 
an: having heard much talk of the righreouſneſs of Chriſt, an1 of 
Leing ſaved by his Rigbteouſnels, and finding ſome places in the E- 
ſtles of St. Paxl, which ſeem to ſound tha: way, alt his care is to ap- 
prehen4 that Rignteouſnels, and tp rely upon what Jeſus Chriſt has 
cone anJſuifer*d for him: And by this means he begins todeem him- 
ſelf in a ſecure condition. . By the Blood of Chritt thus apprehen- 


_ del and applied by a lively Faich, he graws very confident and afſu- 


red, all the fire ot ,Hell is guenched as tp.him, and he fears damna- 


"tion no longer : And though unworthy of his Heavenly Fathers Be. 


nediQion for any thing in himlef, yer appearing before him in the 
Garments of his Elder Brother, .he doubts not of a Bleſſing, an4 

hat an E:ernal onetov. And this conceit if it do not make hm very 
bold to fin, at leaſt it makes him very negligent in adorning his Soul 
wichPiety, Charity, Meeknels, Patienge, Humility, and other Chri- 
Kian Vertues 3} partly thinking them impoſbleto be attained; partly 
deeming there is noablojure. yeceſſity of them to his Salvation : He 
.having nothing to do, ;but to bejieve that Jeſus Chriſt has done all 
far: him, and what: Love, or Piety, or other Vertue necelarily fol- 


lows from ſucha Faith, he willingly almits : bur for the reſt, ſolici 
-touſly to endeavour after the acquiſition of Vertues, he.looks. upon 


a5 the working of an Old. Teftament Spirir, and a derogation from 
the perfe& Sajvarion-by Jelus Chriſt, and his Righ-eouſneſs. The 
O14 Covenant was, Po this and Live; but now he is under. a better 
-Covenant,: Believe and Live, or Live anddo this, Thz impyeſſion his 
firſt awakening has left upon him, keeps'him from recurning to OPED 

tewdneſs and profaneſs ; but; his Faith of this-imputa:ive Righteoul. 
nels of Chriſt, makes himtake lirtle pains inthe cultivating of his own 


. Soul, either in purging it of the Relicks cf il! þabits, or- in p:anting 
..init the Divine Vertues, our Lord Jelus taught us toexercile, by his 
Word and Example. And this is our-Puri:ans firſt. miſtake; and a 


"dangerous one to, a5-1 ſhall ſhow afterwards. -- -/ .-.. 

." His..vext. miſtake is ; he bezins.taquarrel with-all Exterior Wor- 
' ſhipand Ge:emonies.. -Ang he faltk jrao yhis miſtake by rafleding upon 
kis owt Experience, 3 havingreaped no þencht hy ſors of Fer, 
ge ; y 


SY 
by Bowing at the Namie of Jelus ; by loeking upcn certain days as 
Holy-days, and Faſting-Cays, &e- Hence he Legins to think, aſl | 
ſuch OQbſervances are wholly. uſeleſs and unprofitable, if not abomi- 
nable and ſuperſtitious befides. And he is much contirmed in this his 
Imagination; by conſidering the open profancG, and little ſenſe of 
God, he oblerves generally in zealous Conformiſts, Moreover, cn © 
the other ſide; he takes notice of-his Brethren Non-Conformiſts, 
thar they aregeneraliy tree from open and ſcandalous ſing, and ar leaſt 
ligh and breath-after Intericr Spuit and Devotion, which certainly 
muſt be that muſt give us a Title ro Heaven, rather than a few crin- 
e55 or Exterior Verbal Devotions, which any one, though never fo ' 
Frofane may eaſily execciſe; and indeed he fees with his Eyes many 
do Exerciſe, who give ro-Teſtimony at all of any work of Regene- 
ration in their Hearts; -butby their profane, light, and vain Conver- 
fartion, give too-cleat-evidences of their being ſtillin their natural un» 
regenerate condition.” And accordingly their Preachers in their Ser- 
mons havelitrle life or zeal; and ſeldom diſcourſe of fuch Truths, as 
areaptto awaken Mens Conſciences, and make them __ Heart the 
great concern of the Salvation of their Souls : 'Or if they do at any 
time Preach of Judgment, or Hell ; Repentance, or a New Life; ' 
they do it very coldly and imperfedtly, . ant ſ&m'to talk like Parrots 
what they have- learnt by rote, and out of others Books, and not 
what they-have had any Experience of inrheir own Hearts. Such Re- 
fleions, :Joyn'd with ſome places of the New Teſtament not right- 
ly underſtood, make him think; that whatſoever was pleaſing to Al- 
niighty God, or' profitable to-the nt fire under Moſes, Now 
wethat-are under the-Gotpel, muſt be Spiritual Worſhippers, if we 
will be Worſhippers'in Truch, and mnilſtcaſfaway all Exterior torms 
of words, and outward oblervances of days aid places, as hindran- 
ces to True Spiritual Goſpel-worſhin, And all axreeiti, that the 
Body of the :Mifaics] Law is aboliſhed, with its P, ieſttood, Sacri. 
fices, ſpecial Garments in-eime'of Divine Worſhip, particular days 
to be kepr Huly, &s, - This being confeſſed by all .a5 well Prote- 
ſtants as -Papiſts,- and finding no. clear expreb mention in the New 
Teſtament of any Exterior- Rites, ( Fx&ept a very. few ) appoinced 


by our Bleſſed Savioury or his Apoſtles ;no Hcly-days;” Tor Faſting- 
days; no-particular Garmentsfor Prieſts, no ſet farms of Prayer for 
them, or the people, except” one litthe- ſhort ole, commonly called 
Our Lards Prayer 3, and aye uy rs New Teftament was writ= 
ren£0 inſtru us Chriſtians int 


whole Body of Goſpel-worſhip, 
as 


- OD —— 


'S the Of! Peflanient was written co infiruſt the Jew: in the Moſazcal 


- £6] 


'rhanjder of Service: Out well-meaning Puritan makes ho doubr,: but 
Fill nh -Uays, Vigilt, Lent-Faft, Chtiftmar-duy, Good-Friday, Aſcen- 
rg bitſontide, Re are meer fWumane Inventions, a meer Will- 
34 bird obſervers whereof can expett no other reward, at 
ne rei ttt, But that (harp check; Who has required theſe 
ef Ey6ub Ys? inſtead of - 4, welt done Good and Faithfnl Ser- 
von. euthr itito rhe Joy of thy Lord, / which they rainly expedted for 
4 £Gilloji' Qbfervance of a company of burdenſome-Ceremonies of 
their 6wn devifing. And this I underſtand by a Pyritan. 
my fvy-rgp roteſtane, I underſtand one, who agrees with the 
pd this, char he expeRs Salvation by the extrinfecal Righteouſ- 
tk of Chriſt ox fo, not by ahy-imerior Righteouſneſs with- 
\tr tis owti nr he ugh ſo of the Prelatick Clergy begin ro 
Teoff at the Girins of Teapucativs Juſtice, One of them lately in 
6h befbre His Majeſty, called it, and not wg won , The 
FPeving of Imprtative Fuftice. As if he would tell us, thatan Im- 
Plitative Holy Man, is 4 nicer Chiifitnas Murtituer, —_ to little 
Said Girk ſtertis a th it his aſſumed z bur Perſons of 
years ind underftandirig, ſee under his borrow? Regal Attire, a 
is Cobler, br forty Batcher; or like the Daw in-rhe Fable, who 
4 os himfelf wy a tdy with the fine Feathers he had goin from 
er Birds ; : bit wheh each Bird, being to appear before their King 
pep Proper iitay, ſhatchr back their Roln Feathers ; the poor 
dt had made hirm(blf fine with-anorhers Bravery, became the 
rordhes objef of feori att" laughter. Such will be the fad Lot of 
wer Ars tltative' Saints, who to-themlelves, and their Brerhren, 
ne, in the extrinſeca] Righteouſneſs of Chirit, pur on by 
how Phanatet Faith, ox" God pe his Angels, under all this 
Ghetted, 4 ſfumed - 5 Ig; us,'watiton,; or a Coverous 
Miter, But if the Pre Fr Ptorditanc and''Puritan agree in the 
-vc5com ot RONcive fuftice, wIRrrem do'they::Aiffer? Has the 
Prelatick Protettant nb terrors of Conſcience upon him, as well as 
the Putirih ? Genetally fpeaki bing, Prekatick Proreftunts (I wiſh ir 
wet? a Thndet are vety oy rf e, and give no fignsof any Interior 
trouble 6f Coſtieace.” "And if a them begin to be heartily 
yin ti 'for 102 hs, hes either'to-turn Fanatick, or Pa- 
& a ice what He proſeſſes, as ro Holy-days, 
mo ing-04 ole oh! of fins to-a Prieft, and fuch like Rites, 
effi Ne os wich the Clturth 6f Reme 3 or elſe ro rurn Ro 
tic 
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rick, and ſcoff at all ſuch obſervances, as Legal, mimical, and ſapers+ 

ſtitious. Burt whilſt he continues Proteſtaur ,. jg what. diffe:s he 

from the Puritan ? why, he is very atgry with the Purican, that he will 

not abſtain from Fleſh in Lent, upon Fridays, Ember-days, and Vis 

gils of Saints : Though praQtically ſpeaking, no body takes leſs r.o- 

L ice of them than himſeif; Only on the S»nday before, as the pub. 
lick Miniſter of the Giteat God in Pontificalibus, in time of Divine 

Service, he advertiſerh the people of ſuch and ſuch days of Abſtinence, 

and Faſting, as occur : And the poor Puritan, becauſe he will not 
ſolemnly invite the pevple to obſerve, what himſelf never intends ta 
take the leaſt notice of, mult for this be ſilenced, and ſulpended both 
from Office and Beneftice, Again, the.Prelatick Proteſtant, he won- 
ders tbe Puritan ſhould ſcruple the Adorniny the Communion Table 
with two Wax Tapers, thereby to proclaim before God and Man, 
that he is of thar Church, which in the Primitive times for fear of 
perſecution,ſerv'd God Almighty by Candle-light in Dens and Caves, 
An4 the ſimple Puritan thinks 3r all one ridiculous, to have Candles 
upen his Table,at noon day unlighted, as lighted ;- Nay, -of the two, 
it ſeems to him greater-non-ſence to havethew vnlighted. Fer that 
the Papiſts who light rhem, may prezend Ornament and Increaſe of 
Splendor :. But to have them there,” and not to light them, no ac- 
count can be given, unleſs ir be for that it is leſs expenſive. More- 
over, the Prelatick Proteſtant wonders, what hurt the Puritan can ſee 
in making the Sign of the Crols,  upon-the Fore-head of a new Bap- 
tiz'd Infant ; though even he ſ{miles'at a Papiſt , when he makes it 
upon himſelf, er. his Vittuals; which the Puritan can by no means 
underftand. If our Lord Jelus , ſays the Non-Conformift, would 
have Chriſtians Croſs their Chijdren, in memory of his dying upon a 
Croſs; I cannot think it credible, that' he ſhould prohibit them to 
Croſs themlelves, upon the ſame account. Or: if he muſt be wiſe 
above what is written, he thinks he may as we}l credit the Papift, who 
{ays, He has a T:adi:ion for Croſſing himſelf; as the Biſhop, who 
ſays he has a Tradition for Croſſing his Children. The Prelatick 
Proteiiant wonders the Puritan can doubt, the Holy Euchariſt ( as 
he begins to call it ) is really and truly the Budy cf Chriſt? ſince our 
Bleſſed Lord fays {o'plainly of it, at. his laſt Supper, This is my Body. 
Why then ſhould any one doubt of the Feal Preſence of our Saviours 
Body, where himſelt faysit ro be 2 Or why ſhould any one refuſe to 
Adore upon his Knees his Bleſſed Saviour, -under whatſoever fo; m or 
ſhape, he ſhal} pleaſe to repreſent _ unto him; provided it be 
himſelf 


\ 
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himſelf really, truly and indeed, as here nonecan doubt him to be, 
having his own infallible word for it. - And why be may not appear 
to us inthe formof Brea'!, after his Aſcenſion, as well as he appeared 
ro St. Mary Magdalen in the ſhape of a Gardiner, after his Reſurre- 
Qion, M. Thorndike cannot underitand. Nay, Dr. Coſins in his Higo- 
ry of Trenſubſtantiation goes yet further, and ſays, Pag.q4. It is not 
queſtioned, whether the Body of Chriſt be abſent from the Sacrament, duly 
Adminiſtred according to his Inflitution, which we Proteſtants neither af» 
firm nor believe : For it being given and received in the Communion, it 
muſt needs be that it is preſent, though in [ome manner veyled under the 
Sacrament ; ſo that of it ſelf it cannot be ſeen, Anq Pag. 117. Pro- 
teſtants do freely grant, and firmly believe, That the Wine ( as hatbofien 
been ſaid ) is changed into the Blood of Chriſt ; but every change is not a 
Tranſubſtantiation. Now the Puritan wonders how any of this be- 
tief can boggle at the Popiſh Tranſubſiantiation, @r change of Bread, 
in the Holy Communion, into Chriſts Body. If there be no change 
at all made in the Bread and Wine, fays the Puritan, either by Prela- 
rical, or Popiſh Conſecration ; without all peradventure there can 
be no Real Preſence of Chriſts Body. The ſame remaining the ſame, 
without any change, muſt needs be the ſame. Bur if there be any 
change made; in Accidents, its evident there's none; our Senſes, and 
ail Popiſh DoQors G——_ as much. If therefore thae be any 
change, it muſt be in the ſubſtances of Bread and Wine z and if ſo, 
whar can fuch a Change be more properly called. than Tranſubſtan- 
tiation ? or the change of the ſubſtances of Bread and Wine, into the 
fubſtance of our Bleſſed Saviours Body and Blood, the accidents of 
figure, taſt, and cojour remaining unaltered ? The Prelatick Proteſtant 
wonders, thar the Puritan,. when he 1s- going out of this World, 
fhould find difficulty to make a particular Confeſſion of his ſins, it 
any grievous matter |ye upon his Confcience; and humbly deſire 
the Prelarick Prieſts Abfolurion, ſaying over him after his ſpecial 
Confeſſion : By the Aithority of Feſus Chrift committed to me, I Ahs 
ſolve thee from thy fins, in the Name of the Father, and of the $ on, and 


of the Holy Ghoſt, The Puritan replies; if Jeſus Chriſt has Inflitu- 


ted any ſuch Ordinance, he ſees not why every one ſhould not fre- 
quent it every year, or a3 often as he tinds himſelf conſcious of any 
heynous crime with the Papiſt. But Jeſus Chriſt having Inſtitured 
no ſuch Right or Sacrament, he wonders any dare be ſo bold to preſs 
it Upon any Chriſtian living, or dying ; and indeed leaſt of all dying: 
when ſure, if ever, we ought to have- a care, not to ſeekto pleaſe 
Almighty 
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Almighty Gol, by unpreſcribe 1 Will-worſhip, or Taventions of our 
own. Mocover, the Prelatick Protettan: wonders at the Puritans 
Nicenels, that he can by no means be perſwaded to Bow at the Sacred 
Name of Jeſus; when Nature teaches us a Relative Reverence to 
any thing that has a Relative Reſpe&t toa Perfon whom we Honour : 
Every cne without ſcruple fianding bare in the Preſence-Chamber.z nor 
does aly one paſs the Kings Chair of State without a Reverend Bow, 
whether His Majeſty be there or no. An4 the timple Puritandeerns 
it as groſs Idolatry to wor hip Sounuvs, as Colours; Names, as Pi- 
Cures ; and ſtranges, that any one who dces ſoluperſticiouſly cringe 
and bow at the Name of 7eſas, ſhould ſmileat a/Papitt for reſpetttul- 
ly putting off his Hat, when he paſſes by the Picture of the fame 
fr, The ſound of the Name of Feſws being vaniſh'd and gune, 
before the ſuperſtitious Worſhipper can make his Mimica]. Congy , 
whereas the Picture, a far more lively Repreſentation of the ſame 
Great Lord is permanent, and remains to receive its Devour Reves 
ers Relative Relpeft, The Conformiſt wonders what there is ina de- 
cent White Surplice, that ſhould boggle the skewiſh Puritan: And 
the Puritan admires how any onecan - Surplice ſhould become 
a publick Miniſier of the Divine Worſhip,and yer throw away, as Ba- 
biloniſh Rags, the Popiſh Girdle, Stole, and Catuble, which add 
Splendor and Decency to the ſame unwritten ſuperſticious Garb, un- 
leſs ir be becauſe they are more chargable. The Conformif wonders 
at the Puritans ſcrupuloſity, chat he. cannot ſay Amen, ro that Prayer 
in the Burial of the Dead: That we with this our Brother and all other 
departed in the true Fatth of thyHolyName,may haveour perfeACon+ 
{ummation andBliſs,both inBody andSoul,erc.Fe muſt pray for the Dead, 
lays theReQorof $3. Martins inOxfard,in his Sermon called the Sebiſme- 
tical Puritan. ThyKingdom come,O Lord raiſe the deadPriſoners in theGrave. 
And herein we pray for their Sonls and Bodies.God be with them to com 
theirSonl1 deprived of their Bodies, And tothe Puritan this ſeems plain 
y-19 fine,the, Prelatick. Proteſtant wonders at the Puritans pride,that 
ne will not ſubmit his Judgment in matters of Faith,to the determina- 
tion ota Council ofall the Reverend Biſhops of rhe Land, His Majeft 
as ſupreme Head and Govetnar preſiding :' And the Puritan is —_ 
that if we may pin our Faith upon another mans ſleeve,& _ believe, 
as 2 particular Church in Exylend believes; how it can be unſate to ſub- 
mit ones judgment to thedetermination ofa Genaal Councibofaitthe 
LearnedRiſhops of theChriftian world,hisHolineſs thePope as 
Paſtor preſiding, & believe as theUniverſalChurch ofChriſt Tis 
B 2 fitting, 
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fitting, ſays the Conformiſt, thar for order ſake, in Chrifts Church 
there ſhould be in every Nation ſome ſupreme Governors, to whoſe 
Dire&ions, in watters of Divine Worlhblp, all ſhould ſubmit, elſe 
we ſhall have as many Chriſtian Religions, and ways of Worſhip, as 
there are Pariſhes; nay, as there are private Families, or particu- - 
lar Ferſons. The Puritan replies ; if we muſt conclude our Lord 
Jeſus governs his Church, as our reaſon tells us it's fitting he ſhould, 
for Union, Decency, and Order govern it, and not according to the. 
infallible written Rule of the New Teſtament : If the Cale be this ; © 
It ſeems to him as rational, that he ſhould for the ſame Reaſons of 
conſerving Union, Decency and Order in his Church appoint one ſu- 

eme Paſtor over all Chriſtians diſperſed in all the Nations of the 
World, whom ajl ſhould obey in the vacancy of General-Councils, 
for fear forſoo:h otherwiſe, there ſhould be as many ways of Chri- 
ftian Worſhip, as there are ſeveral] Chriſtian Kingdoms, or Common- 
wealths. 1 ſpeak not this to revile rhecltablifſhed Religion of the 
Nation, but [to excite the Profeſſors of ir to obſerve devoutly,'what 
they Chriſtianly proteſs, as ro Hoiy-days, Lext, Fridays, and other 
Faſting-days, Confeſſion of fins tro a Prieft, an-1 orher Holy and 
Profitable Rires, when Piouſly, and Reverently rerfermed, and by 
which they are diſtinguiſhed from Non-conformiſts, 

And by this time I hope, My Deareſt. Relations, you underſtand 
what I mean 'by a Prelatick Proteſtant. © But what do I underſtand 
by Pop-:ry, and a Papift? Why wir ſhould T underfſtand'by a Papiſt; 
but what the--generality- of people underſtand 'by a Paptit ; Thoſe 
things we call Srones, . which every. body commonly ſpeaking calls 
$:0fes 3 and:ifo 1 underſtand by Popery ' and a Papiſt, what every 
body commonly: peaking calle: a Rapiſtand Popery, ''By a Papift then 
J un”erfiandone, thor Aa nr ne Stones,” Medals, andPi- 
ures of Jeſus Chriſtz: and .the \virgin Mary, and other" Saints," as 
Gods, and conferuently: prays ro/them, and puts his whole confi. 
Hence iin them 5 .as..vhe ancient, Heathens didiin.their durfib Tdols-of 

upier Mars, and Vers, &c.'1 lay one that worſhips'Pitures-of 
Jebis:Chrift,! as:Gods : Nuvi barely: one that has! fuck Pires, and 
for- pious purptfes/alſo,”. for char Prelacick-Proteftanes liaveas- well as 
rhey© | Proteftants have. P.&ures of Jeſus Chriſt andhis Holy Mo- 
ther not bnly intheir-privare>/Houles, and publick:Churches, bur 
ved; theiruery ConmmanPrayeriBoroks are full of them in the Jafſt 
ſon, /to-excite imthe:Beholders mind a lively apprehenfion of 

Vt. -Boifed Serious lifeand dearth.” Nor can'l think, elidy'thirtre 
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ſo ceremonious in devoutly Bowing, when they hear the Holy Name 
of their Saviour Jeſus, can forbear in ſome devout fit, eſpecially 
thoſe of the tenderer Sex, from kiſſing the Piture of their ſame 
deareſt Lord. Buthere's the difference betwixt vhem and the Dol- 
tiſh Papiſt : That the Papiſt Bows at the Name of Jeſus, and kiffes 
his Pifture, with a deſign to give Divine Honour to the very Name 
and Pifture 3 but our Prelatick Proteſtant does the ſame thing, in- 
tending only to givethem civil reſpe&.as he would give totheName or 
Pitwe of his King, Furthermore a Papiſt is one that believes the Pope 
can give him leaveto commit any fin for Money ; or is any one were 
ſo bold to commit the ſin before he got leave to commit it 3 *tis bur 
giving ſo much Money, and the fame Holy Indulgent Father can ſo 
perfetly pardon your fin, as you ſhall nor beinthe leaſt danger of 
any puniſhment for it, Temporal or Eternal, inPurgatary orin Hell: 
And all this, though you have no'purpole at all totorſake your fin. 
And this his Holy Father can do'by:aiplenitude of Power, which 
he has of diſpoſing and applying to whom hepleaſes; penitent or 
not penitent, the ſuperabundane merits 'of Jeſus'Chriſt our Bleſſed 
Saviour and his Millions of Saints ,' of all whoſe merits the Pope is 
ſupteme Lord to diſpole of thewtothe living or dead, as he by his 
un-erring Spirit thinks firting. Hay to rhe living or dead? for this 
Papiſt believes, that the Pope cary'free; har Souls out of Purgatory 
he pleaſes, paying'their debts forwhichthey arethere'in priſon, out 
of the frodk ef the ſupererrogatory works of Saints :' Always provi- 
ded that -#h lieu or rather purchaſe of ſo-great & favour, ſome of the 
deceafed parties' friends give # Targe alms5'his/Moline(ls:  Moreo- 
ver, the Papift Honours'the Virgin" Maty muchmorerhan he does her 
Divine Son 5r God theBathery undetherefore tor one Prayerhe thakes 
to God, he'fays re t& the Holy "Virgin, ' But-atas what are is 
Prayers? A company! of Latih words” We neither underſtands; not 
cares to underſtand; which ifhe 40 bur 'parteioverim dueh'a num. 
ber, rhough / his min4'and' heartibe wholly-takherup with worldly 
thoughts and deſives,” he chink4he has dohefuch>wmeritorious work; 
as God d}mighty is' $bHreil RF rhe great ont WWodone into 
give Him Ererval HafpTneſe! 19 tie do bur bBREVeds WisUhurchman 
deſire, though he be whib1]y ignerantof their Belief, this'Soulis ſife 0 
enou | | us! 1,011! J'S T3500 FP ; | 
Beſides, he makes'not'onily Gods 'of Holy"Men departed. but even 
of ſinful Men whilſtthey live, Hence he makes les ſerupleof bret-.; 
king Gods Laws, than he does of violating dy Ordinance of the 
| Pope 
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Pope, or any Law 'of his cis l muſt by no means touch the 
lealt bit of Fleſh on a Faſting-day, againſt his Churche's, Law, upon 
pain of damnation 3 but if he commit Fornication, tis but a Venial 
fin, and ſprinkling [himſelf with-a little Holy Water, he's as-pure 
ſrom al}{pot asa new Baptiz'd Infane, And gs for obelience to Ma- 
giltrares, it rhey be not of his Religion, he ows them no Allegiance: 
An it he have by Oarh obliged himſelf, he has a Holy Father can diſ- 
penle with him tor that or any other Oa:h for a piece of Morey. If 
his Prince perſecute him for his Religion, ler him bur have ſo much 
Gelrerate courage to Sacrifice his own lite, to Stab or Poiſon his ſaid 
Periecuror, he ſhall at Rowe be Canoniz'd for a Saint, Nor can 
private perſons expett any fideliry from him, when he is thus traite- 
roully rebellious againſt his Lieze Lord and Soverain. Theretere 


whatſoever promiſe he has made to an Heritick, he may lawfully 


break it, and chear and cozen bim without any ſcruple : Nay, need 
make no._ more difficulty of killing an Heritick, ran of a common 
Highway Man. As for Fafting: and Mortitication, if he but abſtain 
from Fleſh, though he drink all day long the beſt Wines hecan get, 
fill himſelf at noon with all variety of Fiſh, and ſtuff himſelf again 


at night with all forts of Sweet-meats, he has likea good Chriſtian 


piouſly and ſorrow fully commemorated the our death and paſſion 
of his dear Redeemer ; he has done a work of a ſtrange force to fatil- 
fie for his ſins, to ſuppreſs his corrupt inclinations, to elevate hjs 
mind to Heaven, to caſt out the Devil, ro obtain the Holy Ghoſtfor 
himſelf or others. As for Virginal Purity, if he do but makea Vaw 
of Chaſtity, and keep himſelf trom Marriage, though he be as familiar 
with Nunns as Lay People are with their lawful Wives; he is one of the 
Viegins in the Myſtical Book of 'St. Febn, who followrhe Lamb whi+ 
therſoever he goes. As to Pardons &-Indylgences 'tis wonder ful what 
he believes. For around Sum'of- Money paid to-his Holy-Father the 
Pope,he can purchaſea-Pardon for himſelt, and his Heirs for ever, for 
whatſoever fins he or they may poſſibly cammir, Sins, that are,to be 
committed by himſelf, rwenty years hence, or by his Poſterity a hun- 
dred: years henee; le has a Pardon for-them abeney in his Packer,under 
the Broad Seal of Chriſts Vicar upon Earth:which our Lord Jeſus nei- 
ther- can nor will deny, but has engaged his infallible word to ratife 
and contirm and all this, though tbe Perſons who have obtained this 
Pardon or Indulgence ſhould chance ro dye withour the leaſt Remorle 
or Rexentance for their ſins, And by this the World's taught to under- 
ſtand what a Bleſſing it is to havea great Eſtate, for that WeAdes 

who 
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who have bur Mony to purchaſe one of thoſe Pardons, can never 
fail of Heaven; whereas 'the Poor, and thoſe of ſender Fortunes, 
for want of thern, muſt be hurried away into Eternal Miſery, without 
Bail or. Mainprize. Moreover , by vertue of theſe Pardons, they ' 
have leave to commit all manner vt villanies withour fin, or at lealt 
without any danger of receiving any prejudice by fin , Theſe Papitts 
they'l tell you indeed, their. Church is a Holy Church, and has all 
means imaginable to ſuppreſs vice, and encourage to ſanftity. They 
have a Hell ro fet before audacious ſinners, to terrifie them from 
committing mortal and grievous offences, and they have a Purgatory 
with which they threaten leſſer offenders. Bur in very deed both 
their Hell and their Purgatory, are ſo eaſily avoided by any one that 
hasa little Money, that he muſt be one that ſtartles at his own ſhad- 
dow, that can at all be terrified by either. -. For had you committed 
all kinds of fins imayinable, if you have but the Impudence to tell 
your Ghoſily Facher all thoſe villanies in his Ear, though you be ſo 
far from reſolving to amend, as you, ſecretly purpoſe when you have 
clear'd the old, to begina new ſcore, provided you do but profels to 
your ſaid Confeſſor, that you are ſorry and fay you will amend, he 
by three or tour words in Latin, Ego te Abſolve, &co»By the Autho- 
rity of Jeſus Chriſt I Abſolve thee from thy ſins ; does as perfedtly 
free you from all obligation to Erernal Torments, as if you had ne- 
ver finn*'d. And as for the temporal pains in Purgatory, which may 
be- due to you for want of a true ſorrow, aad a hearty purpoſe to 
amend, *tis but ſaying Seven Pater 'Nofters, and as many. Ave Ma- 
ries,, upon ſuch a Saints day in ſuch a Church, and you go: ſtrait: 
to Heaven clear from all ſpot: and ſlain. There are many more 
ridiculous abſurdities which rhis fadly deluded Papiſt believes 
and practiſes, bur theſe I think are ſufficient ro- make any Man 
in his wits to abhor Popery as the greateſt piece cf Non-ſenſe 
imaginable. And underſtanding by Popery , what has been faid 
( and yet that is not half of. that Ridiculoſity, which the Generality 
of people in England undevſtand by it ) he that ſhould turn Papiſt, 
be he for Religion, Proteſtant, Few or Turk. he muſt certainly for un- 
derſtanding bea Mad Man, Chiſd or Fool, either one that has loſt his: 
wits, or one that is not yer come: to his wit, orone that never haJ, 
nor ever ſhall have any wit. | 

Bur were not otir Anceſtors here in England for many ages toge- 
ther all Papiſts? Are not whole Nations, France, Spain, Italy and 
others generally Papiſts.? H-ve we not ſome thouſands of Papiſts fill 
remaining 
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remaining in our- own Countrey. . Areall theſe Children, Fools or 
Mad Men? Let them look to'that.” | You and T areſurethar no Man: 
that has half the underſtanding of a Man, can think that ſuch a bun- 
de of ridiculous Tenets and Ablurdities, can look like any ſuch thing 
as a Religion revealed from Heaven: An4 if they conteſs them- 
{elves to be Papiſts, and to hold rhoſe witleſs ablurdities ; the Con- 
cluſion unavoidably falls upon them, They muſt be Chiliren, Mad 
Men, or. Forls. Unleſs you will fay, they know well enough all 
thoſe ridiculous abſurdities, how irrational and ſenſeleſs rhey are, as 
well as you an4 I; bur tor temporal ends, in their Hearts being of no 
Religionar all, they make a profeſſion of believing and revering all 
the above-mentioned rom And this 1 muſt confels is ano» 
ther ſtrange folly in theſe Papiſts, and aconttadiftion not to be pa- 
ralePd in the moſt blockiſh uncultivated Indians, For the Happi- 
neſs, Riches, Honours and Pleafures of this life, they make a ſhow 
of believing moſt ſeriouſly a thouſand abſurdities, which they laugh 
at in their Hearts; and yet they areſo ſenſeleſs, as they'l looſe their 
Lives, Eftates, Dignities andall, rather than abjure thoſe very ab- 
ſurdities. -Further, They are ſo aſhamed of their doltiſh Religion, 
that charge them with any of their ſtupid opinions 3 and they't pro- 
fels. by "} char's Sacred, they neither believe, nor pratticeanyſuch 
things, as you lay ro their.charge. And yer you and I know moſt 
aſſuredly that _— in the very bottom of their Hearts ſo ſtrong] 
aJjheretorhem, that they would part with Life and all that's dea 
to\them;, rather than forego them. Bur how come'/you and Treo 
know rhey hold tuch and fuchabfurd fancies, they ſo conſtantly pro- 
fefling rhey' hold no ſuch thing ? Can any body know their minds 
and praftices better than they themſelves? That's a conſiderable Que- 
ſtion, and ſha)l be anſwered afterwards, Sure if this be their Caſe: 
That indeed they do not Worſhip'and Pray to Piftures, and Stocks 
and Srones as Gods, nor believe any ſuch extravagant power in their 
Holy Father at Rome to pardon or give leave to commir fin for Mo- 
ney, and a thouſand other abſurdities , which commonly they are 
charged with: And yet they will rather endure all loffes of Eſtate, 
Liberty or Life, then relinquiſh the ſaid deteſtable abominarions, 
methinks they do not deſerve fo muchto' be perſecuted, ſequeſtred, 
impriſon'd, hang'd drawn and quarter*d for Traytors, as tobe pirie.1 
and caſt into Bedlam for Mad Men; or ro have their Eſtates begg'd for 
Natural Fools. There is ſome Myftery lies hid here, which we have 
not yer diſcovered. Either they are groſly and fiuptdly miſtakewin 
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myafery of Region, bt elſe 'we we-hrangely rhiſtaken in. chem, "and 
what is; incleed their Religion. - - © 

Buy fox Gods ſake, :as you-deſice our Eternal Wellfire, which you 
ſeemed in rhe beginning ot your diſcourſeſo heartily ro pretend untoy 

of-what; Religion; are-you your ſelf, who write thus for the fatisfa- 
&ion-of your "dehite 1 Puriranica} Kindred'and Acquaiy'ance, whom 
you pity andcompaſſiomae ?: If you Feneither” Paritan, Prelatich 
Proteſtant; nor Papift, what are you ? A'Jem,' Twk;, of Papa ? No; 
I thabk the All Goo God I am a Chriſtian 5 An Apoſtolicel Chriftian, 
T hat is, one thar believes whacever DoQrine can be provetto him; 
to have been t31ghbdhe Wark bythe Apoſtles bf _ C#Iſt { Orte 
that admits: of any qrattice- ingrodiced into the 5y"the-fimie 
Apoſiles: !One thar-reverences u}] Books ol Wiles: SoPAvINAt 
lible Divine &uchfariey- ket by enemc, 2 Nay,"if the 'Hsfy "Apoſtles 
left any in Conimifhon as their 'Sucreffors,to make Or EET 
vable by all Chriltians, Ereceive all Dect&ey'of 1 UC $5 of | 
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to-Ercrral Life, Has he in ſrnne frange Iſland, preſeive1 ſome 
Hundrels of Venerable Old Men, who have beet kept alive ever 
ſince rhar-faſk Aze, to reftitie roall Generation, what kind of Do- 
arin they ha neard with their Ears, or what kind of Worſhip they 
had ſeen with their Eyes, taught and eſtabliſhed by the fir ſt Plinters 
of Chriſtianicy-? No, I know no ſuch this, © Thongh this would 
have been a ſtravge tavour to the World, would the Almighty Crea- 
tor have wrought ſuch a Miracle in tayour of Ipnorant Man. Bur 
whart.then? Did Jeſus Chriſt, afrer the manner of Moſes-write a Book 
of all Chriſtian Rites and Obſe vances, or dia he not at leaſt com- 
man4 ſore: one of. his Twelve Apoltles, of all of them togecher to 
wcite-ſome: ſuch Bock, ſo. full, ſo-cemplear, fo plain, as'none that 
would not willingly-miſtake could poſhibly mif-underftand it ? 'Cer- 
tainly be could yo bur forelee,whar diſpures would ariſe abcut obſer- 
vances. of Days od. Sacraments amongſt ' Chriſtians 'in furure Ages. 

Wo did he not; xellu us plainly by ſome AuthentickWtiring or other : 
Wed MBeby pes re Rites and Obfervances of Days 
by MR Cho mts hagany, whydig hone 
ES74 at 31; "or I eany, w nor 
pony octha Pra Book or-iether, ſhould: be woitten, wherein every 
I.. har. cou read; might fee,' how many Rires called- Sacra. 
Ww paul have to be uſed amongſt Chriſtians, aui how-and 
eu 1x mhomha haweuld hayethem co-beadminiſtied>Whe- 
erfenznd coir nowrap ior ag of þ of 
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; ene other means.; than thglg written Books we have, fully to 
ſtrut us irfthe whole pg t. Ged in Order! to-vur Riermal Sal- 
vation, © Indeed TI, 0 ATE Prophebe, that in the latter days 
Oh, Dalaty, WoL hiz. Laws) ipohws: Beoples Hearts i Was 
Hh$20 in:imate to Tr t EO would find fujly. and.cen 
the Lays of. Jeſus Chriſt in the latter days, he-muſe not fo-mic 
confult written Book as,the Hearts, of Chriſtians ? And rruly-there 
is no other Way wibu 4 A Piragidqus Revelation by the —_— 
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of Anyels, or ſome ſuch means, for. us. who live nowto know whar 
was taught or praticed ſixteen hundred years before we were born, 
but only by! Books written.m thar time or near that time, or. elſe 
without Books by the oral Tradition. of Fathers to their Children, 

But what Certituce can there be in this? Could we ſpeak with 
every Father and Sol) that has lived ſince the Apoſtles days, and 
ſhould they tell. us unanimouſly, that they ha been raughe to be, 
lieve and praQticethus and thus : For Example, to Baptize Children 
or not to Baptize them, to al-flain trom Fleſh on Fridays or not to 
abſtain in memory of our Lords bitter. Death and Paſſion, andto 
humble our ſelves/tor our ſins, and fuch- like; .no boy coulil doubr 
of the truth of ſuch a Teſtimony, more than he does miltruſt his 
own Eyes or other Senſes? Bur all the intervening Fathers and Sons 
*?wixt us and the firſt Age wherein our Lord Jeſus lived, except cnly 
our Fathers and Grandfathers, being. gone-to another World 3 my 
Grandfather can tell me certainly what: his;Father taught bim concer- 
ning Faſting -on Friday, Baptizing of Infants, Reverencing fuch a 
Book az cf Divine Authority, written by a Holy Man talle Metbew 
ſixteen hundred years ago; but what aſſurance can he give me, that 
all his Progenitors have praftiC'd and believ'd after the ſame manner 
ever ſince the Apoltles days? Why, what affurance could a Jew that 
live. in-our Bleſſed Savioms time, . have given to a Pagan, or tq one 
of his own Children; / that 'the, Books of the , Law of Moſes were 
* witten by a Holy Man called Moſes, who tamiliarly converſed with 
God, ſo many hundred years. ago? He could only have diſcourſed to 
him after this manner. Thus I was told by my Father, and thus all 
our Neighbouts were told by their Fathers, and *ris impoſſible;in any 
Age ſince our Great Moſes; all our Anceſtors ſhould agree together to 
tell their Poſterity: ſo-great a lye, to their own, and their Poſterities 
Eternal damnation.;- Oge Man may rell an irapudent notorious lye, 
but a whole Countrey cannpt conlpire, in a lye which they know to 
be a lyez of could they, ſume neighbour Nation would tell the 
Cheat to. Poſterity; In like manner. muſt the Apoftolical Chriſtian 
anſwer, when he 1s demanried an account, why. he reveres ſuch and 
Cych, Books a5 Apoltglical writings, or obſerves ſuch ang {uch Rites 
a5. Apoſtolical Ordinations, And. this-is the belief and praQtice of 
an Apoſtolical Chriſtian in general. VVhatſoever this preſent Ag 
er any other Age ſince the Apoſtles time in ſeveral Nations an 
Cquntries, unanimouſly atteſt that they have received from their 
Forefathers from the. Apoſtles, _—_— cannot poſitively ſhow that 
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[18] 
it was'of a fater date : begun for 'Example in or near ſuch a time, by 
ſuch and ſuch,” he ſubmits to ir'as Apoftolicalz and this though it 
cannot poſitively be proved, that, tor- Example, ſuch\a Book or 
Praftice was. receive iu every Azelince! the-Apoſiles days, by poſi- 
tive Teliimonies ont of Authentick wi itings of every particular Age. 
And thus much fatisfaftion an4 no more could Facob have given to 
his Children, why he kepr the Sabbath day , commanded by Al- 
mighty God to our firſt Parent A#am above two thoufand years be- 
fore. * He had neither Scripturenvr other Record of writing for any 
ſuch Inftirution, the- uſe of wriring being'unknown tothe world rill 
afterwards, when God Almighty wrote the Ten'Commandments in 
Two Tables of Stone. He could only tel}-chem, thus he and his 
Neighbours had been immemorially raugh? to believe.» And their 
objefting, how could they tell Lut ſume body out of a ſuperitrious 
opinion of - more Sandiry inevery ſeventh day,i-than in every fixth or 
eiphrh, might have incroduced the wi}ſ-worſhipot ſuch an Obſervation; 
ſuchan ObjeRion, I fay;-as this, would not haveexculed them'before 
God fromfuch an'Obligation,which the whole preſent Generztion told 
thei they had obſerved immemorially trom Adam. And indeed,though 
it were granted that according tothe Holy Scriptures, we Chriſtians 
are obliged tokeep every frit day of the week Holy.yet it cannot-be 
proved out _ any other Book; or by any other! Argu. 
ment, but theiirmme 

Countries, that the'tay we' now obſerve 8 the true firſt day of the 
week, from that firſt firſt-day on whichour Bleed Savour roſefrom 
Deathro Liſe. And yet that there ſhould-be Chriſtians who ſhould 
make no diſtinflion betwixt Friday and the otherYays of the week ; 
though, go intoall the Chriſtian-Countries of the-worl4and you! nor 
find one before Luther; but ſay they haveinmemoetially from thEtime 
of the Apoſtles abſtained from Fieſh upon # in memory of our Bleſ- 
ſel Savicurs bitter Death and-Paſfron. T'Mr me at theday i;f Judg- 
ment, their pleading they found no ſuch comman@in' a} the New 
Setipture will he no-ſyfficient excufeiTt' others faſt not as & ſhould 
do upon that day,muſt 1 rherefere think Tam excus'd fromaſting ups 

on it'as Foul > No fioretiian Tamiextus'd from laying aſide 
worldly Affairs 0 Bray andffending it ih Holy Exercites, becauſe 
others profane t- by 4rm ing and difports-Butthis by the way only. 
As to the fatisfa@tion of that confiderableQueſti»if zhove, How 
we ſhould know wha* the Papiſts believe and-prattice/ better than 
themſelves, art leaft betre- than they will tellus- whit their belief and 
| ; pratice 
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raQice is, a5| to praying to Images, buying ;Pardons :and. Licences 
- commit 110, &c. | au an ag I have lived above 2d 
years among them, and I; eould: never yer meer with ſo much as 
one ſingle perſon, that -believ'd . or practic any . one of albrhoſe 
ſtupid abſurdities I mentioned in-my Deſcription of a Papiſtz and 
the truth is, the:e iz-not one ſuch Papilt in Emglend , nor anywhere 
elſe, but in Proteſtants Brains. and talſe [maginations. - Nor dof 
defire any ore ſhould aedit meas to this particular, nor the Adver» 
ſaries of the Roman Church neither, but iet him ask the tirit-Papift 
he. meets, whether he pray to Images or no; believe the-Popdian 
give him leave tocommit tornicatiag tor a piece of Money or n0/&#6 
And if the firſt Papiſt he meets with will acknowledge noſuck zhi 
ler him propoſe the ſame queſtions to thenext- he meets; and; 
others, until he, find one : cr if he can: find none, ler hinunpy for 
Piraſes ia printed Books which he miſ-un.lerftands,: fandetis ib 
nocent Neighbours. We. ealily miſ-underftand' one-anorfiexawris 
tings, but when we diſcourſe rogeiher we explain our ſelves what we 
mean by ſuch and ſuch Expreſſions, which at the firſt hearing cauſe a 
wrong uncei ſtanding in us. An1 I eaſily perfwade my ſelf wonokd 
thoſe of ſeveral Perſwaſions in our ſadly divided Countrey, famniliaely 
and friendly converſe together,/and ask an accountof; eachbathets 
belicf and practice, we ſhould foon if not be of, one-mind7 at ledfi 
{o far be of one Heart, that it would; be far from us from abiriking 
of perſecuting one ancther to dearh for our ditferences in|pvineset” 
Religion. . We ſuppoſe the Roman-Catbolicky hold ſuch andſuchabs 
ſurdities, and then here I can have you; and thereIcanhavergou, 
againſt the Wind-mitls of our own Brains. 'Woujd DroSrillia 
or. others who write againſt the Church of Rome, when in ſome 
tholick Author they meet. with forme; Dodrive on Praftice which ſhoeks 
their underſtantling  wih its -( as it ſeems to thems ) ridiculoutneds 
and ab{yrdity, bur refleft that there are.yreat numbers of -perfoas'of 
ſound, Judgment and-Vertunus Lives, who: believe: and 1uftifie-all 
Do&rines and -Prattices rruly: Catholick 5 methinks they; could not 
but. fyuſpetts: ſurely I cither. mifcunderfiand this: Author..:or ele its 
only. kis -private opinion, and conſequently. heraloney land not'the 
whole Ronan Church ovght ro have dirt caſt in her facefor it, of 
or elſe they have. ſome Reaſons for ſuch a belief or pradtige unknown 
to me; and therefore. before I write againſt it,. F It ſors 
Romaniſt of judgment an4 underſtanding about it, 'whyyby word of 
mouth can more. plainly''declare the ſaid Doftrine or —_ ” - 
their 
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heir Reaſons for it, if. it be indeed owned and juſtified by their 
Chnrch.. | Such candid ſincere cealing as this would cut ſhort many 
of -our- diſputes, and ftrangely conduce to a happy compoliire of a1 
Our differences. * And indee.! had we a deep ſenſe of one anothers 
Eternal: Happinefs and: Miſery, and firong hearty detires of rightly. 
informing one another.in the dire paths co Eternal Beatitude, we 
would do ſome fuch thing, rather than n:iſconſtrue one anothers in- 
Nocent ſayings, and lye at the catch to make picquant re-parties upon 
each other, as we do. 

- But; my dear Kelations, to give you an account of that ſtrange 
and hardly credible, an.| yer mglt certain truth, viz. That you living 
amongſt Papiſts, and converſing daily with them, nay and often diſcour+ 
fing\with them about Religion too, yet do quite miſtake their Keligion, and 
"wt nat as all-underſtand what they either believe or pratlice as to their way 
-ofi Worſhip, but imagine a thouſand fopperies aud madneſſes concerning 
them;which they no l:ſs than your ſelves abbor and deteſt with their Hearts, 
Fo. give an account of this (iranye Paradox. Should an Ergliſhman 
tell a Twrk, at Conſtantinople ; Sir, I come out of a Countrey, where 
Weare not all of one Reiizion, and for this cauſe, the ſupreme Ma- 
fiftaares perſecute thoſe of aditierent perſwaſion from them, and all 
this metrly through a miſtake, becauſe _——_ one ano» 
ther -: The perſecuting party fancies that thoſe whom they perſecute 
hol: the moſt Rupid opinions in'matters of Religion, that ever 
wereiheld by Men: worſhip Stocks and Stones as Gods, pray to 
thent;'/pur' their- confidence in them, &e. think they can have leave 
Sgomrheir Chief Prieſt, whom they call their Pope, ro commit any 
ſim for-mioney, &c. that is all the abſurdiries I mentioned above; 
and*yer:ncewithſtanding not one Man. of all the diſcountenance} 
party,, holds ſo: much as one of all the Abſiudiries with which he is 
charged, bur is ready by all that is 'Sacred to abjurethemall in gene- 
ral,;and&>every one in particular? _ What think you wonld a firanger 
4 to:whom-ſuch a Narration ſhould be made ? would henor 
Reply? Surely you do not ſpeakall one and the fame Language, or 
elſeif youdo, you ſeldomor never diſcouſe with one another abour 
wattcrs of Religion, or elſe you are are a ſtrange blockiſh people, 
who cannot underſtand common ſenſe ; or elſe the diſconntenanced 
party are of no Conſcience, and therefore when you demand 
aneccount:of them concerning their Religion, they make no ſcruple 
to believe i their Hearts one thing, and to ſwear to you they believe 
quite S2trary : but then ane would think they mighrabjure = 
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whole Religion, and conform Exteciorly to the Religion eſtabliſied, 
and ſo avoid the penalties of the Laws in force agai;.{t them; or elle 
the Ruling Power gains a conlide.able Revenue or ſome other 'nota-. 
ble acvantage, by diſcountencing diſſenters from them in matters of 
Religion. No. Pecuniary Muldts as they are, throuzh the favour of a 
Gracious Prince exaQed, add nothing ar all to rhapublick Treafury, 
and \che whole force ot the Natioh 1s far lels formi{able to Externs, 
rljan oherwiie it would be, were it nor for: our dif-union amongſt 
our ielves. What then is the true Reaſon, ycu neither.can nor, will 
underſtand one another? No body is malicious againſt his Neigh. 
bour, meerly becaiſe he will be fo, when he; is pot oply no. gal 
by his malice, but alfo prejudiced by ir, which rien. IT 
I underſtand you aight, is theſtate of your Couptrey, What;muft 
we (ay in this caſe to ftisfie a ſtranger. ro our -Atfairs ? -Why,.1; 
wouly tell him the plain truth : Thartis, Abuut a bundrey and fifty. 
cars ago we were all of the prefent diſcountenancect parties Re>: 
igon, but —_— Power thinking fit.in many things to | 
or as they it, ro reform the way of wor Pra ugyet 
their Anceftors, partly aggravated real abuſes, which-ſiqod in, 
of corretion, and, partly calumniated with a thouſand lies «| 
who would not  joyp with them in their precended Reformag) 
3nd thoſe lyes have been propagated from Fathers ro Sons ever {inge.. 
Moreover there is a Rea} and very Confiderable difference as.to djvges 
points, berwix! the Religion eſtabliſheq by Law, aud the fieligion.gf, 
«renting Payiſts,as we call rhem:Efpecially, about Trapſubſtanriarit 
Invocation'of: Salts; and Purgatoryz - And now you know. 
of diffepent perſwaſious, are yery apt 40 ſlander. and miſ-under 
oue another, hoping thereby. to maketticin own cauſe more plauſi- 
ble. i: Bekiges, thoſe of the effabliſhe:) Religion naping the x uſe, 
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the .dilaag: enanced;wpaysy, bar.allp. having the, gqmmand od, all.c 
poli wich in which every week rhey repreſent their / wal; 
ow, they, pleaſe tq!the whole. people,. no body being permitted 
gzinlay on cantradigt-themagreven towriteany. thing but eall 
anjlig/teralh;thar,Apo es for,;herpſelves come in: 1 
ofja yery. few. + 'AnJ ty Sing.vers, pprraſons ef 
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viel thonland: lies before the vulgar. Multirude, who eaſily believe 
what: ds ;vold them by their Minilters,; efpecially- if chey be ſuch as 
rhey- Reveregce for their ſeeming; learning and good lite. _ Nor do I 
by what Iam afaying accuſe the whole preſent Clergy of lyinz againſt 
their Conlciences, 1when "they. tell rhe' people that .Papiſts'/pray rd 
Stocks” and Stones as Gods,” can. have pardon of tin paſt, or leave 
ro commit ſin to come tor Money, No., I believe many of 
thenyido'real}; think fo .in their Hearts, having been often told ſo 
from their -Infancy, and knowing little of Papiits but from printed 
Books;: and. theſe: made by their Adverfaries roo. Bur the firſt Res 
po ey habbeen atucared inPoperyy could not bur lye againſt 
iOorſaences; whew they told the people ſuch lies' concerning 
v$&V have made mentioavÞabove. - In like manner new A 
(areÞifeſts miſf.needs have-yery'!bad Conſciences, whewthey accuſe, 
6 they do; Papiſtz of ſack things, -as their bwn Conlciences tell 
rhem; theriletves were not guilty of when they were Papiſts. For 
avpletheAuchor of that :Scurrilous Pamphiet, /Ths Kates of fins 
MUFC Horſe Vf 2b Chim of! Rome ;- WhatiCbnlrietice coutd 
voſt 


RO ? hietyhe couldinbr i bur fore» fee -chut' the contmon/penple 
HbnceSeehnticnied! intheirmil-belief cdncernine their Caz 
eddlick' Neivhbours, that they can have pardon an4 leave to commir 
iy fin for Money, which in his Conſcience he knew to be moſt'talſe, 
af yer afte Ke had a' mind to vilitierhe Church of England; 

Hew be like Termblace of Truth, Intitle 2 Book, The'Katcs of fins 


Bloſe of the” Chures of Enpland,and make good the Title 
EL Petvinkd de ow ere exaRted in/BiſhopsSpi- 

71 Coutts for Adulteries, Fornications,Diſpenlations in-Matriages, 
61-25 ifit the Church of Exgland,you might ave leave ro commit A- 
duh ay for twuch, and Fornication-for {0 much, &c. when al) this 
MPtheſeate ofily Fecuniary PunifAinents/by which the Beckefraſiien! 
; ountefimas.andendeayours to prevent ſy and witheilneſs, 

7  mirt'd6 ſuch Paltry Pamphlets the ſimple half-witted 
have oh rhe Authors of thei But T artigiving 
WIRING? Hiding one Aorfier in matters ofRetipion, 
coveP; -that Papifts do *praftice” certain things which 
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vioty.or bis Holy Mother,or forme other Saiht;hence half-witte&peo- 

pe that have often heard thar Papiſts' worſhip Trages as Gods , on 
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really think they pray to the Picture they kneel to God Almighty be- 
fore, When it you law their Hearts,or would believe their Tongues, 
they are as far trom adoring ſuch a Pifture as Got, as Socrates was 
from worſhipping the Clou:'s, as the common people imagin'd, 
when they ſaw him bow his Body ro the C:eator of all in the open 
helds: And do no more pray to Piftures than you do to the bare + 
walls, or Communion-Table ſer Altar-wife, you kneel before when 
you are at your Prayers. W hat you do to your Communion-Table, 
or to the Name of Jeſus, that they do to the Pifture of the ſame 
Jeſus, and no more. And would you withoue paſſion and partialit 
converſe with them, you would find what I ſay to be moſt true, Fi 
illuſtrate what I am a fuy fo, give.me Jeave to inſerr a pleaſanr Stor 
told me by a Proteſtant Lady. It ſeems in a Church in Town, certat 
Gentlewomen ( and-thele oftentimes but a quarter- pac*'d Confot- 
miſts, as the Animadverter upon Naked Truth helen {t ) fir very 
near the Communion Table, or half-pac'd Popiſh Altar 3 now Tho- 
rough-pac'd Conforming Ladies ent!ing the Church, ſhow theirre- 
ſpe& towards the Holy Table, by making a low Reverentia! Court'ſy: 
the Gentlewomen that fit near the Superftitious Altar, taking all 
that reſpeft as done to- themſelves, wonder much at it, and whif- 
to one another; Madam, Is that Lady of your Acquaintance ? 
No. Nor of yours MaJam? No. Surely ſhe either knows, or 
thinks ſhe knows ſome of us, ſhe ſo civily ſalutes us, &e, Madam; 
you miſtake; *Tis not to you, but to-the Holy Enchariſt, which is 
wonr to be diſpetiſed from the Sacred Table you fir fo near; the 
Devout Lady gives all that refpe&. Juſt ſo fares it with the Reli- 
ious Papiſt, who paſſiug by the Image of his Dear Crucified Lord, 
Reverently pulls off his Hat, or Refpe&ſully Bows his Head. The 
half-witted Proteltant having been told from his Cradle that Papiſts 
worſhip Stocks and Stones az Gods, now believes the Papiſts'to. be 
Tdolaters, noe becauſe his Miniſter told him ſo; but becauſe he has, 
as he thinks, beew an Eye-witneſs of their Idolatry ; when. all this 
while the Deyour Romaniftſhows all this refpe& not to the Carved 
Wood or Stone, or. painted Cloth or Paper he bows before, bur ro 
his great Lori Tells m1 Heaven, repreſenred by thoſe Figures: ' Pur 
all-that has been ſaid' together; 'and' you will ſee there is no grear 
wonder in it,' that the commonalry of our ſadly divided Countrey 
ſhould believe 2 thoukand lies in matters of Religion, concerning 
their Cx:holick Neighbours, eſpecially if you add that thoſe who 
have been abour 150 years — them, have withal! wy the 
. | vulgar, 


- 
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vulgar, that Catholicks are ſuch a cunning and deceitful people, that 


.- you may not believe them in one word what they ſay to you concer- 


ning their Religion, but beingaſham'd of their Fopperies, they will 
deny them if you lay them to their charge : Or it at any time you 
meet with any whoſe candor and fincerity you are ſc convinced of, 
that you canuort think he would tell you a lye : Then you mult ima- 
gine him to be of a particular belief and temper fiomall other Ca- 
tholicks, and though he hold no ſuch abſurdities by reaſon of his 
better underſtandin2, learning,” &c. yet the generality of the peo- 
le moſt certain'y hold them all, O the cratt and cunning ot the 
il and deceitful Men, thus to blind and miſerably impoſe upon 
the ſimple an4 well-meaning vulgar ! JeltÞ of his Mercy open their 
Eyes, and make them fee who they are that rhus ſadly delude ant 
cheat them. Belides rhe Laws being very ſevereagainſt Cathvlicks, 
many are afraid to have a better opinion of them than they are 
taughr to have, though they even {ce they are much Nlandered, left: 
they ſhould be convinced ot the truth of their Relizion, and then 
be obliged either to damn their Sou's if they would not embrace it, 
or looſe their Eſtates an4 Preferments if they ail embrace it. Fi-' 
nally, Catholick Religion is a Holy an1 Stri& Religion, and there- 
fore no 'wonder if the Profeſſors of it be hated and il} ſpoke of by 
the wicked and loole world. Libertines willingly fpeak ill cf thoſe 
that are ſtritand very conſcientious in their ways, but beins aſhamed ' 
to revile them for their Vertues, ( though that be the real quarrel ' 
which they have withthem ) they mil-interp.et their innocent and 
good Attions.and calumniate their perfons with a thouſand flanders. 
For Example. Catholick Religion teaches , that if any. one have 
wronzed hiz Neighbour by cheating, cozening or ſtealing any thins 
from him, he's boun1 if he be able under pain of:.damnation to'make 
reſtitution, anJd'wi hout this no Tears; no ayes; no'Fatwitithe” 
Blood of Chrift can fave him. ., The ſame Religiontedchesalfo, thar - 
you are bound under pain of damnation to confefs your moſt 


- ſecret ſins to a Piieft, and thatit you be rruly penitenr; ar tireſol- 


ved to lea: a new /ife, upon the Prieſts abfatution on:Eatth you are- 
moſt certainly pardoned iy, Heaven. Is teathes allo] that. yowhave* 
a like. oblization to alſtajn,from;FleſhiinLevt/and upoh ocherdiys- 
of. Abſtinence, Fridzys; Vigits, &c. Now: Fleſtr 'ad, Blood>dees? 
not like theſe Reſtraints. * And hencethoſe that have no mind either” 
to make Reſtirution of ill gotten Goo!s, or to diſcover their fhame- 
ful 1:13 to a Prielt, or to abitain frum Fleſh on certain days,” and un 
. | C1} dere 
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derſtanding that Prieſts when people confeſs to them, enjoyn them - 
to wake Reſtitution, and if they | \Not able to faſt, enjoyn them 
oftentimes to give Alms in lieu ot it, and in ſuch caſes diſpenſe with 
the Eccleſiaſtical Law of Abflinence; thid.is ground enough to ca- 
lumniare poor Papiſts, and to tell the finiple Multituce, that they 
can buy pardon of their ſins for Money, and have leave fiom their 
Pricſts to break any Law of God. tor Morey, and ler them commir 
what villanies they pleaſe, *tis tur confetling them to a Frieſt, and 
this without any repenrance, or purpoſe ot Amendment. Miſereor 
ſuper tw-bam. What Chiiltian Heart would it not maketo bleed to 
ſee how the well-meating Multitude are abuſed and impoſed upon 
by their deceived Guides ? 

My Dear Kelatioms, For the love you have to your I mmortal Souls, 
do your ſelves that right as but familiarly to converſe with your Ca- 
tholick Neighbours, and with as little paſſion as you can, do but ask 
them an account of their Religion, and do nor againſt all common 
ſenſe and reaſon, believe the Teltimony of their Aiverſaries concer- 
ninz 'them and their ReJizion, rather -than them themſelves, and if 
you do nor find that you have been taught a thouſand lies concer. 
ning them, and that they hold nothing nor prattice nothing bur what 
they are able to givea very fatisfafiory Account of to any impartial 
ELquirer, then fay I ama Knaye, a-Lyer, anda Cheat, one that de- 
{ervcs no Mercy from God or-Man, inthis Werld orthenext ; bur 
if you find what I have ſai to be moſt rrue, pray for thofe that have 
deceived you, and think ſeriouſly what it behoves youtodo, and 
whetehr you have nor reaſon to ſulpett thoſe Church-men, who ſtand 
in need of ſuch notorious lies and flanders thereby to defend them- 
{elves avain( their Advet faries. -If Popery beſuch a doltiſh and ſenſe- 
lels 'Religion, -then whar need of: belying it 'and Mandering it to 
make it odious to the People ? and what fear of Its overſpreading 


; the Nation by a free and unlimited Toleration ? Bur the truth is, 


i:'sa Holy, and moſt rational Religion, and ſuch as Men-mulſt ceaſe 
to be Men, or they cannot bur acknowledge the Finger of. God in 
it, when it is duly andtruly repreſentedas iris init ſetf;-devoid of 
ali thoſe topperies and lies with which iris aalumniated by its Adver. 
ſariezs. For the loveof God, 'what Papiſt in the world believes that 
the Goſpel is bur a Fable of Chriſt 3 that the Biſhop of Rome isa 
Go41; Not any fin, but is or may be indulged amongſt them, and 
{carce a known ſin but thereis a known price tor it, at their Mar- 
ket-rate you may commit them when you will, that they allow 

| Dz. . Whore- 
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Whoredom all the year long, and the praftices of other uncleati- 
neſies not to be named among Men iv ſome Months of the year; 
that mortal ſins are put away by Agnws Dei's, by little parcels of the 
Goſpel, by Popes and Biſhops Pardons, &e. That Chriſt is the Sa- 
viour of Men only, but of no Women, for Women are ſaved by Se. 
Clare and Mother Fane ; That the Pope may check when he pleaſes 
tbe Epiitles of St. Paul, and controul any thing avouched by all the 
Apoftles : That we muſt ſimply believe the Church of Rome, whe- 
ther it teach true or faiſe ; and if the Pope believe there is no life to 
come, we muſt believe it as an Article of our Faith? What Papift 
in the world-believes one of all theſe Madnefſes and Blaſphemies? 
and yet the whole Romen Church is charged with them all, by no leſs a 
Man than the preſentArch- Biſhop of Yorkif that Book be hi:Grace's, 
which is commonly fold in Loxdox withhis Name to it, and the Prin- 
ters alſo, under the Title of a Maul of Atiive Poſttive,and Oppoſitive 
Divinity; written by him to preſerve a Noble Lady trom the danger 
of Rogers. confeſs a Proteſtant tro whom 1 read aDialopue in thatMa- 
#ns} {aid,Surely ſome body to diſgrace his Lordſhip had Printed it un- 
der hisName: But on the other fide it is not credible thar aBook ſhould 
be publickly ſold, all over Exgland, for four years together, under 
ſo Great a Perſons Name and yer be none of. bis, if there were an 

thing in it his Loydſhip was aſham'd ro own. I well foreſee what 

have written will be ill taken by many, but I dare nor but diſcharge 
my Conſcience, and profeſs as in the fight of God, I wtite not thus 
to difprace any Mans Perſon, bur meerly tc diſ-abuſe my well-mean- 
ing Relations, who I am ſure have ſuch a Zeal of Godlineſs, and true 
Sanity, thar they would love Papifts and their Holy and firi&t Re- 


Jgion with their Heares, were not they. and their Religion miſ-repres , 


ſented uhto them. To defame a particular Perſon is a great wicked- 
nefs, but to ſlander a whole 'Church is a Detraftion of a higher rank, 
and affuredly does oblige the Detraftor to revoke his Calumnies, 
God be merciful to us; we have faults but too too many, what reed 
of belying: one another ? Let us believe one ancy her what we ſay 
our Tenets of Religionare, and diſpute againſt rhoſe, and nor againſt 
the unchariza'le ſurmizes of our own Brains. To judge my Neigh- 
bours to be guilty of moſt horrid Blaſrhemics, when they proteſt 
they abhor them no Jeſs than my ſelf, if this be not to Judge ny 
Neighbour, which is notwichſtandinz moſt ſeverely prohibired me 
by my Blefſed Saviour, T know not what is, Now for a Grave Do- 
or to accuſe not ſome private Authors, but the whole I 
( 
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of allthoſe Pleſhibenies and Abſurgiries, I'but now mentioned, a 
et not that ſo-muchas one ſingle Papiſt you can meer with will own 
{o much as one of them, I am. at a #tand what to think, © Surely-no 
Man could be fo malicious to write ſuch things on ©rO a- 
buſe-a 'poor Lady ; and on the other fide to think that a of 
Divinicy could be ſo ignorant of the Tenetrs of Papiſts, as tobe- 
lieve that no body can be a Papift, but he muſt neceſlarily believe the 
Pope is a God, that he may have leave to commit almoſt any fin at a 
known price when he will; that the Goſpel is a Fable &c. Had he ih 
plain terms told the gooJ Lady, ſome Roman writersas he under. 
ſtood them, or as Proteſtants cited them, held ſuch and ſuch Abſurs 
dities and Blaſphemies, but not one Papiſt ſhe could meet with would 
own ſo muchas one of them; this would have ſignified norhing'ts 
the retaining of her in the Proteſtant Communion. Forthe Reply 
would have been eaſie : Either you mi{-underſtand the Authars, ot 
elſe they are at moſt but the phrenſies of ſome particuler Men, and 
conſequently I may be a Papiſt and hold none of them, bur/abanni 
nate and ones. com a But that —_— _ to | the 
Lady from-rhe danger of Popery, under the ditguiſe of a Dialogue, 
he «Sa a Papiſt give for Reaſons why he cannot become Proteftane. 
the Blaſphemies and Abſurdities above 3 which 1s as much as tore?! 
her, if ſhe will turn Papift fuch and ſo Blalphemous muſt her Faith 
and Religion be. Methinks knowing many of his Carholick h. 
bours to be Men of geod Judgment and honeft Converſatioif, bi 
fhould have demanded of them, whether ſuch things were generally 
believe4 by them or no, before he had printed themas Reaſons: 
why a Papiſt could not change his Religion : for if one may be a 
ſound Papiſt an1 hald none cf them, thenall his Lordſhips diſcourſe 
falls to the ground, wharfnever ſome particnlar Do&ors may hold 
concerninz them. .Though thar aſfo bea meer calumny,. and ſhould 
any be ſo extravagant as toalſert fuch Diabolical phrenſies, he weuld 
be caſt our of cur Church as a-Blaſphemer. 001 
And that you, My Dear Relations; may ſee that I have nor at all 
wronge1 the Dodtor, I have thought fit to travfcribe ſome few Lines 
out of his 716.:Chap. Page 108, The next to his Dialogue, - The forg« 
going Sixth Chapter, ſays he, gives an account of ſome of the Blaſpbe>—,__ 
mics and  Abominations of the Roman Church, many-more might be in« 


ftenced, &c. Where in plain terms, as before under the diſguiſes f 


Dialozue, he charges not barely ſome particular Authors, bur/ the 
whole Roman Church, and all Remen- Catholicks with the Blaſphe- 
mics 
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les in the foregoing Dialogue... He goes on ; Where irtheis Pixry 
;#owards God, while they affirm that the Goſpel is but a Fable of Chrift, &c. 
(Nay-even, that. the Bifbop of Rome ir 8 God, &c. Where ii their Sobriety 
. and Chaſtity, while tbey Authorize Stews, allow Whoredom -alf the year 
: bong, \&, :Srarce a known fin butthere is a known price for it \, and at their 
Markgt«r ate you m.ty commit them when you will, 8c, $uch extravazanr 
Diſgoviſes thouzh:rhey may hin/ler ſome from ever examinin? the 
Catholick Religion, yer they are oftentimes, Gol Almighty our- 
Thooting the D-vil in his own Bow, happy occaſions of the Cenver- 
honsot others. LIrememberto haveread of a German Coun:, who 
refleQinz how divers of his Catholick Neizhtibours were Perſons of: a 
very-{aund Juigment an 1 UnJerftanding, he- bezan to think with 
himfelf; how they. could believe ſuch ſtrange DoArines, as were by 
bis. Miniſters common!y lail ro their charge, hereupon he reſolve 
£& inquire jnro their.Tenets, an 1 he tound for a great part they held 
peduch DoArines as they were commouly taxed with, and as for what 
they Lid in.leed hold, they had very good Reaſcns for their Faith, 
&Andlaby the merciful G: ace of God became a happy Convert to that 
Religion, the which before he impartially examined it, ſecm'd fo ex- 
otick-and incredible unto him. Which I hope,. My Dear Relations, 
will one day be your happy lot allo; Take but pains candidly and 
diljzently to i::quire and I doubt not bur it will, Bur if you will 

9 onto think your Catholick Neighbours to be ſuch Monſters 
© and to hold ſuch horrid Blaſphemies and Abſurditie:, which 
they profeſs no leſs to abhor an deteſt than your ſelves, I hope I 
have done the duty of a Chriſtian Kinſman, and to my grief muſt 
one day bear wirneſs againſt you, that I teld you how groſly you 
miſ.apprehended the True Worſhippers of Criſt, but you would 
nexher believe me, nor ſeriouſly uſe any means to infortn your ſelves 
aright, But I hope better things concerning you. 

- Another -great cauſe of all your miſtakes is the ſcandalous lives of 
t00 too many Roman Catholicks.For the truth is.no Catholicks believe 
ſo. much: as one of. the above-mentioned Abſurdities, yet many of 
theny ( Chriſt Jeſus mend us all ) live ſoas they may ſeem toa pre- 
judiced; beholder , to believe divers of them, Conſidering their 
Mock-prayers, Mock-faſts, and Mock-conteſſions without any A- 
mendment. of life, &e, But to help you againſt this, you mult re- 
nember the Counſel of St, Anguftin to caſt your Eyes not only upon 
the Cockle; buralſo upon the good Wheat, and if you will needs be 
compaiinz, the Profelſors of our ſeyeral Religions together, do nor 


, compare 
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compare the beſt of your own Religion'with the worft of ours, bit” 
the belt of ours with the beſt of your own, an the worſt of ours ' 
with the worſt of your own; an1 do not conſider how little our ' 
Falting-days, or Holy-days, or Confeflion of 'fins, &c. conduce 
to Piety as they are obſerved by the Libertines of our Church, but 
what helps they would Le to niake all the world better, were they 
obſerved in a Que and Chriſtian manner. Another great cauſe of 
your miſtakes is, that great Lye deviſed by the fiſt Reformers, viz. 
That the New Teſtament is a Compleat Rule of Fai:h and Manners 
for all Chiifttans, Hence whacſoever Prattice or Ce: emony you 'an- ' 
not tin there, you re;ett it as a Supecſtition and Will-worſhip. And 
this makes Jou quarrel with all Abſtinence from ceitain kinds 'of 
Meats on Fatiing-days , and with all Holy-days except Sundays, 
with the Sign of rhe Croſs, &c, Whereas Chriſtian Doftrines and 
the Evangeli.al way of Worfhip were firſt taught the world by the 
Apoſtles before they writ any thing at all. Nor did ever any of 'the 
Apofiles or all of them together-go about ro wrire a Book 'of the 
whole Body of the Chriſtian Law, like to thoſe of Exodus and Lee 
vitiens written by Moſes, as is maniteſt ro any one that conſiders the 
Narure of the Books of the New Teftament. The four Goſfels are ' 
a Hiſtory of our Bleſſed Saviours Life and Death, who lived as to 
the External Rites of Religion according tothe 'emiſh Law, and fo 
we cannot reaſonably in any of them expett, what Holy- days or Fa- 
ſting days or Ceremenia] Rites we Chriſtians are to obſerve in the time 
of the Goſpel]. Indeed had the Afts of the Apoſtles been intended as 
an exadt. Narration how the Apoftles lived as ro the whole courſe of ' 
their life, what days they kept Holy,and what they falted,and how;zand' 
w hat Sacraments they aJminiftred.and now, an with what Rites, ee, 
we wight reaſonably have expetted there-fonie mention of ftrnſien ' 
an Chriftmas-day, of Lent and Abſtinence trom Fleſh on Fridey?, 'of 
Renouncingthe Devil, and che Sign of the Croſs in Baptifm,'#c Bur" 
that Holy Book making menrion only; .of ſome'tew partieukar paſſa- ! 
yes; of rwoor three of the Apoſtles lives, the Apoſtles might welt” 
keep divers Holy-days befides Shrday, and" abftain-from'Fleſty'm" 
Lent anit upon 6: her Faiting-days, and-uſe the Sign of the Crofs;s 
&c. and reach the ſame aiſo to their firſtConverts, and yer there be” 
a profoun] ſilence of them in-the Book of their Afs. ' As fur Se.” 
Fobns Prophetical Book, it locks nothing like 'a Ritual, orani&cconnt! 
of what days and Rites in the Divine Worſhip-arepecular to'usChris5 
ftizns, The reft of rhe New Teſtament are Epitiles, or Letters'sP 
Spiritual 
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Spiritual Counſel, written by St. Fax or ſome other Apoſtle to Per- 
ſons already inſtruted- in the Chriftian way of Worſhip. And why 
they ſhould make mention therein of al] Chriſtian Exterior Rices and 
Days, I underſtand net, unlefs perchance the Perſons they wrote un- 
to-had been deficient inſuch Obſervances. 

The Adequate Rule of our Faith and Manners are the Dotrines 
and- Praftices tauvht the World by the Apoſtles of our Ble!.e.! Sa- 
viour. An4 the Hcly Scriptures are an Excelient, but not the only 
_ means whereby we may afluredly come to know what Tru: hs were 
taught, and what Pradtices were ſet on foot over the whole Earth by 
by the fame Apoſtles. We mult confult the immemoral Faith and 
Prgattices, and: unanimous atteſtations of ſeveral Chriſtian Countries, 
and what they joynly witneſs immemorally to have receive. from 
Father to Son from the Apoſtles, whether it be a Book written,as they 
rel] us, by the Apoſtles, or a Doftrine taugh: by them, or a Ritual 
Obferyance ordaine1 by them, we ſafely fubmit unto it as Apoſtoti= 
cali For- that the ſevera! Chriſtian Inhabitants all over theWorld 
could never poſſibly meet together to forge a lye. And it is to 
ſmall cauſe, My Deer Friexds, of all your miſtakes, that you conceir 
you: know the Holy Scriptures to be the-infallible Word of G od by 
their own. light. There” s no doubt but any one that reverently reads 
thoſe Holy Books cannot bur acknowledge that there are very many 
Excellent Truths declared in them, but that every thing in them 1s 
infallibly true, and that they were written by. Men un-erringly in« 
{pired bythe Ho!y Ghoſt, it's not poſſible we ſhould ever have come 
toknow-fo-much, -bur by the reaching of our Parents, who from our 
Infancy imprinted upon us a Reverence to thoſe Sacred Wiirings 
above alli others. And did we but refle& that the aſſurance we have 
that the Books of the New Teſtament were written by-Apoſtolical 
Perſons, is only this, that fo all Chriſtian Countries fince the Apo- 
ſtles have immemorially believed, our Diſcourſe would Rtrait tell us, 
there's all reaſog@ we ſhauld ask of rhoſe ſeveral Countries from whom 
we. have received thoſe Divine Books, in what ſenſe they have been 
always taught to: untlerſtand them? and interpret them accordingly 
and what Rites: and Obſervances they received ropether with them * 
and a 'mit them with the like Reverence. And it will be hard to give 
an» Account to our Blefſed Saviour, why with ſuch awful dread you 
ſubmitted ro the four Goſpels or Epiſtles of St. Paul as moſt Sacred 
and. Divine, and yer dared to reje& as ſuperſtition and Will-worſhip 
certain Praftices and Obſeryances delivered to you by the ſame Hands. 

FALLING Imme- 


immemorially from rhe Apoftles. Miſtruſt not the Providence o 

our Dear Re:leemer, he has in ..!l Ages had a Warchful-Eye over his 
Foly Church, not yermitting her to Apoſtarize by Idolatry, or be 
cehilel with Superſti:15n, or t6 deliger to poſtecicy her own Inven«- 
tions, for Aponſtolical Traiitions, Bu: more of this hereaſcer. 

Till you hear further from me, my Deareſt Friends, let me only ob- 
tain thi; favour of you, to do your ſelves this righr, to converſe 
lamiliarly. wich Roman Catholicks, and to hear impartially# what 
they have to fay for th.mlelves wherein they differ frem you, and 

not ta fancy they believe a thouſand Abſurdities, which they no leſs 
(4c:elt rhan your ſelves, 


Tonrs ever. 


W, H. 
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